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354 ALFRED HOSME& 

ALFRED HOSMEB. 

Alfred Hosmer, of Watertown, Massachusetts, a Fellow of the 
Academy from 1879, was born at Newton, September 11, 1821, but 
removed with his mother to Walpole, New Hampshire, when nine 
years of age. Notwithstanding the limited opportunities for educa- 
tion afforded by a small country town, he qualified himself for ad- 
mission to Harvard College, where he graduated with honor in 
1853, and received his degree of M. D. in 1856. He spent nearly 
a year of study in Europe before beginning the practice of his 
profession at Watertown, where he soon gained reputation as a 
worthy successor of his uncle, Dr. Hiram Hosmer, a physician 
and surgeon of great repute. From this time until his last illness 
he enjoyed in an exceptionally high degree the confidence of the 
community in his own and the neighboring towns, and won the re- 
spect of his confreres by his untiring energy, accurate observation, 
sound judgment, fertility of resources, and unswerving fidelity to 
every duty. 

Soon after his establishment at Watertown he married Helen 
Augusta, daughter of Josiah Stickney, Esq., and she, a daughter, 
and a son survive him. 

Dr. Hosmer's published papers were marked by originality and 
independence, by alertness in discerning the presence of unusual 
features in disease, and readiness and good judgment in the adap- 
tation of suitable means to the existing circumstances. 

Dr. Hosmer was President of the Middlesex South District 
Medical Society; President of the Boston Obstetrical Society; and 
for many years a Councillor of the Massachusetts Medical Society, 
and was its President in 1882 and 1883. 

Exceptionally brilliant as was Dr. Hosmer's professional career, 
this by no means included all of his public serviee. His vigorous 
activity and faithfulness were conspicuous iu the affairs of citizen- 
ship, as well as in the duties of his chosen vocation. Among the 
offices of honor and trust to which he was for many years re-elected 
by his fellow-townsmen, he was a member of the School Commit- 
tee, Trustee of the PubKc Library, Trustee and President of the 
Savings Bank, and President of the Watertown Historical Society. 
He was for many years surgeon of the United States Arsenal at 
Watertown. 

Through the influence of the Massachusetts Medical Society, the 
Legislature of the State, during the administration of Governor 
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Rice, abolished the corrupt and inefficient coroners' system, and 
substituted therefor a carefully selected corps of skilled medical 
examiners, appointed by the Governor for a long term, and, hap- 
pily, continued in office in most instances by reappointment; 
so that the State, the judicial authorities, and the people retain 
the advantage of experience as well as of ability in these chosen 
experts. No event in our time has contributed so largely to the 
honor of medicine and to the safety of the community as the crea- 
tion of this body of skilled and trained officials, which has worked 
so intelligently and faithfully for the promotion of justice in the 
protection of the innocent and the disclosure of guilt. Great 
credit was due the Governor for his just appreciation of the im- 
portance of the proposed innovation, and for his judicious selection 
of the appointees, on which its success would so largely depend. 
Dr. Hosmer was appointed Medical Examiner for the District of 
Middlesex County, in which he resided; and upon the organiza- 
tion of the Massachusetts Medical Legal Society, composed of the 
seventy or more Examiners of the Districts of the Commonwealth, 
he was elected its first President, and by his zeal and executive 
ability greatly promoted the triumphant issue of this eventful 
experiment. Thanks to the high character and talents of Dr. 
Hosmer and his associate examiners, Legal Medicine has been re- 
created in Massachusetts, and the new system has been adopted 
in other States, as a long desired efficient auxiliary of public 
justice. 

On the 29th of December, 1888, in returning from professional 
visits, Dr. Hosmer had an attack of cerebral hemorrhage. From 
this he largely recovered, although he continued to have some dis- 
ability to find the desired words when conversing; but on May 14, 
1891, after a few days' illness, he suddenly expired from rupture 
of the thoracic aorta, which, as well as the entire arterial system, 
was found at the autopsy to be extensively degenerated. 
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GEORGE BANCROFT. 



George Bancroft was born at Worcester, October 3, 1800. 
He was the son of Aaron and Lucretia (Chandler) Bancroft. His 
father was the leading clergyman of the Unitarian denomination 



